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HATHERSAGE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk – Ms Maura Sorensen, Heart of Hathersage, Main Road, Hathersage, Derbyshire, S32 1BB 

Mob: 07494 815 324 Email: clerk@hathersageparishcouncil.gov.uk   
 

Minutes of the meeting of Hathersage Parish Council held on Tuesday 7 April 2026 
Councillors present: Jane Marsden (Chair); Martin Bloor; Bridget Hanley; Tim Hill; James Marsden; Rosie Olle; Heather 
Rodgers; Jeanette Sidwell; Nick Williams 
In attendance: RFO, Chris Cave; Clerk, Maura Sorensen; Assistant Clerk, Alison Wheeler; DDDC Cllrs Peter O’Brien and 
Simon Ripton (part); members of the public (members of Hathersage Bowling Club) Alistair Cook and Brian Morris (part) 

 
223/25  Apologies for absence received and approved from Cllrs Bill Hanley, Simon Richardson and 

James Shuttleworth. 
224/25  Declaration of Members Interests (in relation to this agenda) – none. 
225/25  Public Participation 
 a) A period of not more than ten minutes for members of the public and Members of the Council 

to comment on any matter – Alasdair Cook and Brian Morris were in attendance and remained 
in the meeting to discuss agenda items concerning the Bowling Club – agenda item 6 (minute 
228/25) and agenda item 7 (minute 229/25) . 

 b) If the Police Liaison Officer, a County Council or District Council Member is in attendance they 
will have an opportunity to raise any relevant matter.  
DDDC: DDDC Cllr Peter O’Brien noted thanks to the Parish Council for provision of the bench on 
Station Road and referenced positive feedback from residents; he noted the process of 
obtaining permissions from DCC had been long-winded. 
Parking – HPC Cllrs expressed dissatisfaction with a message posted by Cllr O’Brien on Facebook 
– Cllrs felt it intimated that the Parish Council was not doing all it could to address residents’ 
parking concerns. The Chair expanded on actions HPC has taken including exploring the current 
limited options available, and ongoing communications with DCC and PDNPA. Reference made 
to the most recent response from DCC Cllr Charlotte Hill (DCC Cabinet Member for Highways) to 
HPC parking enquiries; the Chair highlighted the negative tone of the response.  
DDDC Cllrs O’Brien and Ripton left the meeting. 
Police: no report had been shared. 

226/25  Confirm minutes; note actions 
 .1 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 3 March 2026 were confirmed. 
 .2 Noted actions arising from the minutes. 
227/25  PDNPA, DCC, DDDC matters; and related reports from community groups 
 .1 PDNPA – any report/update from Parish Member Cllr Bill Hanley – no report had been shared.  
 .2 PDNPA Local Plan – noted PDNPA continue to post regular updates on progress. 
228/25  Hillside (Back Lane) and access arrangements with the Bowling Club: Brian Morris expanded on 

the correspondence which had been shared and referenced a face-to-face meeting with the 
new Hillside residents. It had been made clear to the residents that any access arrangements 
mush have the full agreement of the Parish Council. Mr Morris expanded on specifics of what 
should be included in the agreement – that residents should avoid using the access when formal 
matches are being played (a fixture list had been shared with the residents); that the agreement 
should be time limited until the children reach secondary school age. Suggested using the 
agreement drawn up for the previous Hillside residents ACTION – Clerk to look at prior 
agreement and share with Cllrs with a view to getting the agreement signed by all parties as 
soon as possible. 

229/25  Bowling Club Signage: to consider the design/layout of proposed and related quotes. Noted the 
Parish Council had already indicated the Council would meet these costs. The RFO flagged that 
no budget allocation had been made. Confirmed the Council does have the funds to meet the 
costs. Noted the Club pays a peppercorn rent to HPC. Mr Cook and Mr Morris flagged that the 
Club is a popular local amenity also attracting visitors – both those who come to play bowls and 
others who enjoy watching games or just enjoy sitting by the green.    
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Proposed signage – Cllr Rodgers flagged the signage does not match current pool and café 
signage either in the colours used or the font. Mr Morris noted the colours reflect Club colours. 
Mr Cook and Mr Morris noted they would be willing to consider changes to signage colour and 
fonts. Suggested next steps – site meeting (as part of the 14 April LFAC meeting) – LFAC 
members and Mr Cook and Mr Morris to look at signage signs and placements and further 
consider design changes. Suggested LFAC could approve the expenditure (within LFAC 
authorisation limits). ACTION – site meeting Tuesday 14 April 7pm to review and agree 
appropriate signage. 
Mr Cook and Mr Morris left the meeting. 

230/25  CCTV: a quote for a replacement CCTV camera (to replace faulty camera at AlpKit) was 
considered and approved. Queried frequency of CCTV footage requests; the Clerk suggested 
monitoring requests for the next six months. 

231/25  Parish Council Risk Assessments for review 
 .1 Heart of Hathersage Events Risk Assessment - approved. 
232/25  Parish Council Policies and Procedures for review 
 .1 Hathersage Parish Council Standing Orders - approved. 
 .2 Hathersage Parish Council Financial Regulations - approved. 
 .3 Hathersage Parish Council Complaints Procedures – approved and agreed to explore having a 

more detailed and complaints policy and procedures for the pool ACTION – Clerk to add to SPC 
agenda. 

 .4 Persistent and Unreasonable Complaints – to consider adopting a policy/procedures – agreed to 
investigate further adapting the DDDC policy for HPC ACTION for the Clerk.  

233/25  Parish Council leases and licences for review 
 .1 Pool café lease review: noted an update from Franklin Solicitors that they hoped to share a draft 

new lease with the Council by the end of the week commencing Monday 13 April.  
 .2 Booths Edge – to review the current lease, which is coming to an end, and consider next steps in 

producing a new lease. Agreed there were no changes to be made to the terms of the new lease 
nor to the rent ACTION – Clerk to look at drafting of a new lease.  

234/25  Governance (AGAR) requirements - received AGAR reports 
 .1 Clerk AGAR report. 
 .2 RFO AGAR report. 
235/25  Financial Matters  
 .1 Received the RFO’s Report.  
 .2 Accounts for payment totalling £72,665.56 including £5,752.21 VAT were approved. In response 

to a query form Cllr Hill on expenditure on clothing, noted this related to pool staff uniforms. 
 .3 Noted account scrutiny arrangements and approved signatories (Cllrs Martin Bloor and Bill 

Hanley – substituting for Bridget Hanley as/when necessary) from the agreed schedule for the 
May 2026 meeting, to approve and pay wages and any urgent items between this meeting and 
the May 2026 meeting. 

 .4 Insurance claim – to consider.  
Cllrs discussed details in the shared report and further queried: 

• The timeline including when the incident was reported and when the claim was 
submitted [to the Parish Council] 

• The basis on which the Council might challenge the case 

• Data on the success rates of claims against local authorities for algae-related falls 
 
Cllrs queried if it was in the best interests of the Parish Council to settle the case. The RFO 
reiterated the advice from the insurer that the Parish Council would most likely be found liable if 
the case were to go to court. Acknowledged the risk, in challenging the claim, of the Parish 
Council incurring significant additional costs.  
Cllrs took a vote on whether to accept liability as per the advice from the insurers: a majority of 
Cllrs voted to accept the advice and settle the claim ACTION – RFO to liaise with the solicitor. 
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Acknowledged that lessons had been learned and noted the Council now has a robust risk 
assessment (and appropriate routine maintenance measures) covering the Heart of Hathersage 
outside area.  

 .5 Parish Council insurance for Christmas Eve village crib celebration was agreed. Noted that, as 
per the arrangements with the British Royal Legion in organising the Remembrance Parade on 
behalf of the Council, the Council will need to formally approach the Crib volunteers and ask 
them to facilitate this event. The RFO noted a decision would be made on contracting with a 
Parish Council insurance broker, in June; the insurer will need details of the event including the 
completed risk assessment. ACTION – Clerk to liaise with Crib volunteer organisers. 

Committees and Working Groups: to receive minutes where meetings have been held since the previous month’s 
full Council meeting; consider recommendations; note actions. 
236/25  LFAC: received minutes of the meeting of 10 March 2026.  
 .1 MUGA charges and queries for further consideration - the RFO expanded on the details in the 

Treasurer’s report on the recommendation that commercial users pay VAT on all their bookings 
– the proposal was approved. ACTION – Assistant Clerk to liaise with MUGA users impacted. 

237/25  Transport Committee: received minutes of the meeting of 10 March 2026. 
 .1 Parking matters: noted a response from DCC Cllr Charlotte Hill to HPC queries about parking 

concerns at Dore Lane, and opposite Moorland House; and a related call to Cllrs to take photos 
of poor parking. Cllr Sidwell noted she had taken some photos of recent instances which she will 
share with the Assistant Clerk. The Chair expanded on investigations into obtaining an overview 
of village wide parking issues through drone footage. 

 .2 Notes from a meeting with PDNPA Officer Tim Nicholson (parking, transport and visitor 
management) had been shared. 

 .3 Mini Switzerland – referenced the awarding of £6M of funding and noted HVCA will be working  
with EMCCA  on the rollout of this initiative. Confirmed Cllrs Hill an Olle will attend a 
forthcoming HVCA meeting to learn more. 

 .4 A57 partial closure (six weeks) – Clerk expanded including details on the Sheffield City Council 
website on alternative routes ACTION - Clerk to further query diversion details with the Bamford 
PC Clerk. 

 .5 Severn Trent works (pipe laying) – the Chair expanded on the route and the timescale for these 
works and related traffic disruptions. The Assistant Clerk noted High Peak Borough Council was 
encouraging parish councils in High Peak to submit their concerns about disruptions. 

238/25  Swimming Pool Committee: received minutes of the meeting of 17 March 2026. 
 .1 Pool staff additional (external) training - approved a quote for training on managing challenging 

situations and interactions, and conflict resolution. 
239/25  Planning Committee: noted decisions agreed by email on recent planning applications 
240/25  IT (ongoing and new IT initiatives; HPC website; HPC social media). 
 .1 Cllr email accounts; and Google Drive: considered provision of dedicated devices for all Cllrs 

based on a report shared by the Clerk. Unanimously agreed to proceed with issuing 
Chromebooks to all Cllrs who want one ACTION – Clerk to liaise with Cllrs; confirm how many 
Chromebooks wanted/needed; liaise with IT Support (Pete Hawkins).  

 .2 Parish Council website – looking to convene a meeting of the IT working group in April to review 
the current iteration of the website and consider any further changes or updates ACTION for the 
Clerk.  

241/25  Clerk’s Report/Correspondence: noted updates/items shared since the March 2026 meeting.  
242/25  Village Matters 
 .1 Mytham Bridge – temporary traffic lights and timings: referenced lengthy delays and traffic 

build-up; queried whether concerns should be flagged with Cadent and also with the police or 
DCC Highways ACTION for the Assistant Clerk. 

 .2 New HPC Cllr, Jeanette Sidwell enquired about procedures for reporting faults, issues, works 
needed etc, in particular re how she should advise/respond to residents ACTION – Clerk and 
Assistant Clerk to arrange a Zoom meeting with Cllr Sidwell (w/c Monday 13 April).  
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 .3 Hathersage News: to agree HPC news/items for inclusion in the next issue – suggested including 
an article on forthcoming significant road closures. 

243/25  Memorial Hall: received minutes from recent meetings of the Memorial Hall Management 
Committee; and noted the 5% increase in room hire charges from 1 April. 

244/25  Noted DALC circulars and other items circulated since the March 2026 meeting. 
245/25  Date and time of next meeting – 5 May 2026 – noted the Annual Parish Meeting will be held at 

7pm followed by the usual monthly Parish Council meeting. Apologies for the May meetings 
noted from Cllr Bridget Hanley. 

 
Meeting closed at 20:55; a meeting of the King George’s Field Charity was held directly after the closure of the Parish 
Council meeting. 
 
 

 


