HATHERSAGE PARISH COUNCIL
2025-26 ANNUAL REPORT

Introduction

This report summarises the key issues dealt with by the Parish Council and its
various committees from May 2025 to April 2026. Details of all meetings - including
agendas and minutes — are published on the Parish Council website
(www.hathersageparishcouncil.gov.uk)

The Parish Council continued with the same arrangement of committees; some meet
on a regular basis; others are convened as business requires. We post news and
updates on the Parish Council Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/hathersageparishcouncil/

Changes to Parish Council membership since May 2025

No Councillors stepped down in 2025-26. Two new Councillors — Simon Richardson
and Jeanette Sidwell — joined the Parish Council.

At April 2026 membership was: Councillor Jane Marsden (Chair); Heather
Rodgers (Vice-Chair); Martin Bloor, Steve Dempsey, Bridget Hanley, William (Bill)
Hanley, Tim Hill, James Marsden, Rosie Olle, Simon Richardson, James
Shuttleworth, Jeanette Sidwell, Nick Williams. All Councillors are thanked for their
hard work and unselfish commitment to the community of Hathersage.

Full Parish Council Meetings are regularly attended by Derbyshire Dales District
(DDDC) Councillors Peter O’Brien and Simon Ripton and Hathersage Councillors
are in regular correspondence with Derbyshire County Council (DCC) Councillor
Alasdair Sutton. DDDC and DCC Councillors support the Parish Council with making
representations, on behalf of the Parish Council, at District and County level. There
is also regular liaison with Community Police Officers.

The Parish Council continues to liaise, on relevant concerns and matters, with the
Derbyshire Dales MP John Whitby and with the Derbyshire Police and Crime
Commissioner.

Councillor representation on other bodies

Clir William (Bill) Hanley is a Parish Representative on the PDNPA Board. Other
representation — Clirs sit on the Stanage Forum; on regional transport groups; on
management committees of local bodies and groups. Clirs share relevant news and
updates with the Parish Council and represent Parish Council interests at local and
regional level.

As well as the committee structure that supports the Parish Council to work
efficiently there is regular, committed support from many residents of the village.
Residents’ support is invaluable and helps many initiatives progress to completion -
the Parish Council is very grateful for this support and sincerely thanks all those who
help in any capacity.

The Parish Council has responsibility for oversight and management of a number of
facilities in the village including the swimming pool, the MUGA, King George’s Field,
the Heart of Hathersage (and the toilets sited there), and the burial ground — further
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reference is made in reports from the relevant committees responsible for
operational (and strategic) oversight of these facilities/provision.

Report from the Chair (Cllr Jane Marsden)

Throughout the year the Parish Council has continued to maintain village assets
including King George’s Field and the MUGA. Oversight and management of
Hathersage Swimming Pool is one of the most significant responsibilities for the
Council. However, the Council also looks outwards at matters and developments
which impact Hathersage and its residents.

Local government reorganisation — creating a single unitary Derbyshire
Council — consultation/public engagement was undertaken in 2025 when DCC
proposed reducing 10 councils in Derbyshire to two — one for the north of the county
and one for the south (to include Derby City). Following consultation DCC have now
proposed reducing 10 councils in Derby and Derbyshire into a single unitary council.
It is expected the government will make a decision on this in July 2026 with elections
taking place in 2027 and new authorities becoming operational from 1 April 2028.
There could be significant changes for parish councils in terms of, for example,
taking on additional responsibilities. The Parish Council continues to monitor
developments.

Peak District National Park Authority — in 2025 PDNPA consulted on a review of
its Local Plan — a review of all PDNPA policies to ensure they are fit for purpose. The
Parish Council responded to the consultation, in particular commenting on the
sections on transport and tourism, calling for clearer PDNPA strategies on visitor
management including parking, and greater promotion of public transport.

Hope Valley Parish Councils working together — in 2026 Hope Valley parish
councils have come together to consider issues and problems common to all
including visitor management, parking, campervan overnight parking, sustainable
public transport. The parish councils hope that strength in numbers, and consensus
and a unified voice on these issues, will help to make a stronger case with other
authorities including PDNPA and DCC on the need for related strategies and
practical planning.

Donations
Since May 2025 the Parish Council has made community donations to:
o £5K to Hathersage Memorial Hall (contribution towards costs of works to
improve acoustics)
e £1.5K to St Michael’s and All Angels Church (contribution towards costs of
graveyard maintenance)

Full Council Meetings and the work of the committees
Full Council meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm at St
Michael’s School, School Lane. In 2025-26 the two main committees met on a
regular basis (see below). Unless the room is unavailable committee meetings are
generally held in Hathersage Memorial Hall (Sampson Room)

e Leisure, Facilities and Amenities Committee; Transport Committee - second
Tuesday of the month, 7pm start, usually holding the Transport Committee
meeting first.

e Swimming Pool Committee on the third Tuesday of the month, 7pm start.
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Other committees - Human Resources Committee — meetings scheduled roughly
quarterly — additional meetings scheduled as/when necessary; Planning Committee -
meetings convened as/when necessary (when there are planning applications for
consideration).

It is always best to check the Parish Council website for meeting details. Ten
minutes are allocated at the beginning of every public meeting, for public
participation, where attendees can raise relevant matters. The Parish Council cannot
comment on any matters not on the agenda but comments from the public can be
noted — and items can be put forward for the agenda at the next, or a forthcoming,
meeting.
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Hathersage Swimming Pool
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The Swimming Pool Committee (SPC) - chaired by Clir Bill Hanley, other members
(at April 2026) were: Clirs Steve Dempsey, Bridget Hanley, Tim Hill, Jane Marsden,
Rosie Olle and Heather Rodgers. SPC meets monthly; other meeting attendees
include pool management, a pool staff member, the Parish Council Treasurer, and
the Clerk. Input is sought from the independent Pool Advisor, and the Pool Trainer,
as appropriate. SPC oversees pool operations and takes an overview of the long-
term management and development of this well loved and well used village facility.
To keep the pool working well requires ongoing maintenance and a rolling
programme of significant repairs and improvements.

Report from the SPC Chair, Clir Bill Hanley

This year is the 90th anniversary of Hathersage Swimming Pool. It is testament to
the hard work of generations of Parish Councillors, managers, lifeguards, volunteers
and a loyal swimming community that the pool has not just survived but thrives. Over
the 90 years there were times when the pool was underused, swimming was less
fashionable and the pool was close to closure. Many pools, especially those built in
the boom years of the 1930s, have been mothballed or demolished. Our pool has
been able to weather the storms and this century has capitalised on the boom in
outdoor swimming.
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A key factor has been the willingness to innovate. New activities such as
synchronised swimming and a winter trial of a poolside sauna continue to expand the
opportunities and build the swimming community. The sauna has been well received
by the majority of swimmers and has increased pool participation. The trial will be
fully reviewed when the sauna closes at the end of April, with a view to applying
learning points with another trial next winter.

A preferred architect has been appointed for the refurbishment of the entrance,
reception, staff areas and toilets. More detailed planning will take place during 2026
with a view to work starting in 2027. The goal is to make facilities for staff and
swimmers fit for the 21st century but retaining the original and much loved character
of the pool buildings.

The 90th anniversary takes place on the weekend of Saturday 25 and Sunday 26
July with events on that weekend and throughout the summer. New interpretation
boards celebrating the pool and its history will be unveiled. With the support of the
entire pool community we can look forward to another 90 years.

Report from Hathersage Swimming Pool Management Team

The 2025/26 Summer and Winter seasons have continued to build on the success of
the last few years, with the pool team working tirelessly to enhance the facility and
the experience we offer. Both seasons have been incredibly rewarding - welcoming
over 680 Summer Season Ticket Holders, 440 Winter Season Ticket Holders, and
an impressive 112,000 visitors. Throughout the year users enjoyed a wide variety of
swimming sessions, charity events, fundraising activities, and the ever-popular
sauna sessions provided by Hive Sauna. For the 2025-26 winter season (January to
April 2026), the sauna was relocated to a temporary location, poolside, allowing
visitors to continue enjoying this popular experience throughout the colder months.
We are deeply grateful for the unwavering support from all our customers—whether
new, returning, or long-standing—who continue to enjoy and value this wonderful
facility we are so fortunate to have. Your enthusiasm and loyalty remain at the heart
of everything we do.

Looking ahead to the 2026/27 Summer and Winter seasons, we are especially
excited as the 2026 Summer season marks our 90th Anniversary. To celebrate this
remarkable milestone, we will be hosting a range of new and returning events—both
nostalgic favourites and fresh, exciting additions—to honour the pool’s rich history
and vibrant future. We hope everyone will join us in making this anniversary year
truly memorable.

On behalf of everyone involved with Hathersage Pool, we extend our heartfelt thanks
for your continued support. Here’s to many more years of enjoyment and success at
this special place!
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Leisure, Facilities and Amenities Committee (LFAC) — chaired by Clir Jane
Marsden, other members (at April 2026) were CllIrs Bridget Hanley, Tim Hill, Rosie
Olle, James Marsden and Heather Rodgers. The committee has oversight of
maintenance, and development, of recreational facilities including the multi-use
games area (MUGA) and the playing field. The committee also has oversight of the
burial ground.

Report from the LFAC Chair, Clir Jane Marsden
King George’s Field — in 2025-26 toddler swings were replaced. Graffiti at the skate
park was removed and new signage posted.

B A N

This is your skate park
Have pride when you ride
Ride at your own risk*

Please wear protective gear

®®6 @

Open dawn till dusk
Help other riders

Be respectful of the neighbours and
other park users

This equipment is regularly inspected for safety.
Please report any concerns to the Hathersage Parish Council Clerk:
Email: clerk@hathersageparishcouncilgov.uk
Website: www.hathersageparishcouncilgov.uk

“Hathersage Parish Council cannot accept responsibility for any claim,
loss or damage whatsoever that may arise from the use of this or any
other facility on this site except so far as provided by statute.

The Council commissions and pays for a specialist contractor to undertake eight
safety inspections throughout the year as well as commissioning an independent
RoSPA (Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents) contractor to undertake a full
annual inspection. The Council also commissions a contractor to ensure the playing
field is well maintained.

MUGA - the Council maintains the MUGA with ongoing consideration of short-term
and longer term maintenance and improvement needs. In the last year safety netting
(at the end of the MUGA) has been replaced.

Rewilding - the Council liaises with a local rewilding group on rewilding of some
verges.

Toilets — the Council continues to facilitate and maintain the Heart of Hathersage
toilets; overall annual maintenance and cleaning costs are circa £25K. There is a
facility, outside the toilets, for users to make cash donations. Post-Covid donations
had dropped significantly however in 2025-26 donations more than doubled from
£750 to £1,795. The Council is in the process of giving toilet users the option of
making donations, electronically, via a QR code.
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Grit bins — some of the grit bins in and around the village are the responsibility of
DCC. Some — those with red signs — are Parish Council grit bins. Higger Lane
residents will note installation of a new grit bin on Higger Lane.

The main Parish Council noticeboard
is sited at the Heart of Hathersage.
This new noticeboard was installed
early in 2026. The previous
noticeboard had been there for many
years, had sustained a lot of wear and
tear, and was getting difficult to
open/lock. Hopefully the new
noticeboard will last for many years to
come.

RISH COUNCIL

Benches/seats — the majority of benches/seats in and around the village are Parish
Council benches for which the Council has oversight and responsibility for
maintenance and repairs. Some benches/seats are paid for by families, in memory of
a departed family evbr?r.

A 1§

Installed in 2026 on Station Approach.
The family of John Cooper (27/04/1944
to 30/08/2025) paid for the bench (the
Parish Council paid for the installation).
The Parish Council liaised with DCC on
licensing (a protracted process).
Residents have voiced appreciation and
support for a bench at this location.

Burial Ground — the Council continues its oversight and provision of maintenance
and repairs at the Burial Ground. Longer-term, the Council continues to look for
additional burial ground land.

Transport Committee - chaired by ClIr Rosie Olle, other members (at April 2025)
were Cllrs Martin Bloor, Tim Hill, Jane Marsden, Heather Rodgers, James
Shuttleworth, Nick Williams.

Report from the Transport Committee Chair, Clir Rosie Olle
Engagement with external transport-related consultations — through the
Transport Committee the Parish Council has commented on consultations including
the Active Travel Master Plan. In November 2025 the Parish Council Chair, and ClIr
Tim Hill, attended a Peak Park Summit which brought together senior
stakeholders in the Peak District to shape the Peak Partnership - a strategic
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collaboration initiated by the Mayors of the East Midlands Combined County
Authority (EMCCA), Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA), and South
Yorkshire Mayoral Combined Authority (SYMCA) - focused on tackling shared
challenges including building a resilient rural transport network. Subsequently the
Parish Council considered and responded to the EMMCA Transport Plan
consultation.

Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) — although Derbyshire County Council (DCC)
formally posted notification of the implementation of the agreed Hathersage TRO —
to include yellow lining at Back Lane; Castleton Road; Coggers Lane; Dale Crescent;
Fellview Close; Heather Lane; Heathers Edge; Jaggers Lane works to lay down
yellow lining is yet to commence [note: yellow lining may only be laid down at part —
not all — of each of these locations]. HPC find this disappointing as the TRO process
has taken many years to get to this point and the Transport Committee has tried very
hard to get this expedited.

Public Transport - the most significant development in 2025-26 has been the
transfer of responsibility for oversight of public transport from Derbyshire County
Council (DCC) to the East Midlands Combined County Authority (EMCCA). There
are further developments happening in 2026-27 with £6M of funding secured for the
rollout of the Mini Switzerland initiative in the Hope Valley; the Council expects to
report on this in the 2026-27 HPC annual report. In the interim the Council continues
to liaise with a local group — Hope Valley Climate Action (HVCA) — HVCA also
focuses on campaigning for improvements in public transport.

Northern Rail are continuing to run a poor service on a Sunday due to staff
shortages, and trains are very overcrowded at weekends. Some HPC Councillors
are also members of Hope Valley Rail Users Group HVRUG) and continue to remind
Northern Rail of their shortfalls.

Real Time Passenger Information (RTPI) - the Transport Committee has been
working with DCC to try and get improved RTPI at the bus stops in the centre of
Hathersage. This is an ongoing issue and we will continue to try and get a
satisfactory solution.

Parking - visitor parking continues to be a major problem in Hathersage,
particularly at weekends and bank holidays. The Transport Committee regularly
raises parking problems with DCC and PDNPA. The Parish Council notes this is a
problem across the Peak Park as a whole and that a Park-wide strategy is needed to
address the problems.

Residents’ parking also continues to be a problem, particularly at weekends.
Without finding additional visitor parking provision it is difficult to see how a residents’
parking scheme can be introduced without displacing those wishing to access local
businesses. There is also a reluctance from DCC to implement a scheme in
Hathersage because of the requirements which have to be met.

Speed Indicator Devices (SIDS) — agreement had been reached on siting a SID on
the section of the A6187 approaching the village from the Sheffield direction, and to
renew the existing pole located near the railway bridge entering the village from the
Castleton direction to accommodate a new (permanent) SID. Unfortunately progress
with implementation has been slow; the Parish Council continues to push DCC
Highways to progress installation.

The Planning Committee - chaired by Clir Jane Marsden, other members (at April
2025) were Martin Bloor, Tim Hill, Rosie Olle, Heather Rodgers, James Marsden,
Nick Williams. The Parish Council fulfils a vital role in local planning
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matters. Although decisions are made by the Peak District National Park Authority
(Peak Park), the Parish Council is invited to consider and comment on
planning applications affecting Hathersage.

The Human Resources Committee (HRC) - in 2025-26 the committee was co-
chaired by Clirs Jane Marsden and W (Bill) Hanley, other members (at April 2026)
were Clirs Bridget Hanley, Tim Hill, Heather Rodgers. The committee is responsible
for ensuring due process is followed in recruitment and management for all staff
employed by the Parish Council (this includes swimming pool staff). The Parish
Council employs a number of part-time staff — the Clerk, Assistant Clerk, Treasurer
and Village Caretaker. At the pool, the Council employs two full time managers and
approximately 20 part-time Lifeguards a number of whom step up to the role of Duty
Supervisor for short periods, as and when necessary. The HR Committee generally
meets at least quarterly but additional meetings are held as and when necessary. In
2025-26 the HRC has focused on employment changes under the Employment
Rights Bill — some already implemented; more to come. HRC advises full Council on
the impact of specific changes and, where appropriate, makes recommendations.

The Finance Committee - chaired by Clir Jane Marsden, other members (at April
2026) were Clirs Steve Dempsey, Heather Rodgers and James Shuttleworth. The
Treasurer, Chris Cave, attends all Finance Committee meetings. The Finance
Committee’s prime functions are to prepare a detailed income and expenditure
budget on which the Council sets the annual precept. Actual income and expenditure
is monitored by the full Council against this budget on a monthly basis.

Report from the Treasurer (Chris Cave)

The Council’s financial year runs from 1 April to 31 March each year. Its financial
transactions and control procedures are audited by an Internal Auditor appointed by
the Council and by an independently appointed External Auditor. The Accounting
Statements, Annual Governance Statement and External Auditor’'s Report are
published in accordance with the legislative requirements.

The Council’s precept (the amount collected from residents through their rate bills)
for 2025/26 was £62,500. During the year the Council’'s expenditure has been within
the budget on which the precept was set.

Although, having found the project not to be financially feasible, the Council have
decided not to pursue the installation of carbon free energy sources at the pool it is
still necessary to conserve cash reserves to cover future large scale projects such as
the resurfacing of the MUGA and improvements to the structure of the swimming
pool. To precept for such expenditure in full in the years in which it was incurred
would result in huge increases in the precept in those years.

The Council have precepted for £65,000 for 2026/27, an increase of 4%.

IT Working Group - in 2025-26 the Council achieved the goal of providing all Clirs
with a dedicated parish council email account and a secure digital shared file system
where ClIrs can access meeting papers, and miscellaneous reports. The Council is
now looking at provision of dedicated devices to all Clirs to be used exclusively for
Parish Council business. This is another step towards ensuring confidentiality around
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any specifically confidential matters, or sensitive matters involving personnel. It is
also in line with how other authorities operate, providing their Clirs/trustees/board
members with dedicated devices.

The Parish Council website — and Facebook page - are the places to go for
information about the village. The Council is in the process of reviewing the Parish
Council website (design, and ensuring the site meets all security and accessibility
requirements). The Council is also looking to provide a separate ‘village’ website
which will include details of local services and community provision.

Memorial Hall - the Memorial Hall is run by a Management Committee which is
separate from Hathersage Parish Council. The Parish Council acknowledges the
work of the Memorial Hall Management Committee for their efficient running of the
Hall.

Parish Council staff: there have been no staff changes in 2025-26. Core Parish
Council staff are the Clerk (Maura Sorensen); Treasurer (Chris Cave); Assistant
Clerk (Alison Wheeler); Village Caretaker (Neil Vaughan).

Maura Sorensen (Clerk for Hathersage Parish Council).
Tel: 07494 815 324; Email: clerk@hathersageparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.hathersageparishcouncil.gov.uk
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